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LIBAU (LEPAYA ), Istvian SSR_(56°32°' M/2100Q'E) Gérman
Chart D 18

1. a. I1IBAU (Latvien rame LESAYA ) is the most southex!¥ port
of ILatvia. In Tearist times (up to 1914) it was the only
Russisn Baltic port free from ice. Affer 1918 LIDAU was the
only naval bass of the Latvien Havy and a commercial port
with a considernble turnover. Before 1914, LIBAU was the
mos% important Baltic harbor for the export of Russian grain.
b. In-1937 the total ship traffic wass:

Exports: 131,000 tons, grain, timber, pit-props, and
various agriculture products

Importss 149,000 toms, coal, petroleum, ironr, Fforti-~
ligers, cement, sugar, salst.

c. Iu 1548, the estimated ship itraffic was:

Exportss approximately 200,000 tons,
5& no detailed information available. ,g s
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Imports: ap roxinately 550,CC0 tons, esjpecially repara-
tions and looted joudn of 211 kind fronm Germony
such @5 nackiases, furniture, coul, etals, susty
etc. - '

Textilee unl fuctory equipmunt werse delivered Irom dreat
Sritain.

d. out of the vessels emtering the port flew the .oviet
flas, a few wecre Mmmsh ships, while almost no vesscels of the
western couuntries arrvived tuaere during recent ycaru.

a, Necor the end of the wapr the wmout importunt buildinge
and larber faeilities woere destroyzd but most danage hoad
been repuired by 1948. There is no indication that the
Soviets are plaining to expand the p.srt facilities.

f. The importance of LIDAY is now based on its naval fa-
cilities, located in the nortzcrzn part of 4he harbor and
conplstely separated Jrem 4z commereial port. Among the
Baltic poris, LIBAU is ornly oue of tiae numercus nuval baseas

thoe Sovicis hove anguired alows e entire Laltle coast far

to the west since 1945, It iz especially a base Lfon sybaurines
and small vesscls, such ao T8I, miac swesepers, and patrol - .
vesasels, o :

The harbor falls intce oix orireipal parts: The Jinter lar-

_bor, the Commercial Hurbor, the Yown Port, the Mishery Har-

bor, the Timber larbor, oeund the Iaval Port. It ic a dredp-
in: nroblem to kecn the normal depth of %-1U m at the en-
trance and the harbor basins and 21 is not known 1if the re-
guired dredsins equivnernt is availodble,

a. {1) %he port apsrroaclh is without navigntion haszard as
the landmorks and lishte aro visible from a great distance.
Novigation is dangercus in misty or foggy weather as there
are only a few fog aisuuls, but the lead gives a jood clue
+0 position. : ' '

{2) Due %o the $till existin: dancer of ground amines in the
Baltie Soca in denthrs boelow 4% meters, vesgels have to operate
only on the standard routes. Accordin: to IEILIRI (Inter~
natvional Routins ond leportin? suthority (IWRA)) of 10 Jonu-
ary 1948, the maximvm adnissiblie draft is 5.8 @ for. the svepd
and buoyed route to LIBLU from the approach buoy (PRLYL.IY )
on the posidtion 56°30¢1n Ii, 20%31'7% E, aporoxinately 15 tnots
gest of th. pert. Jhis route #c one cable length wid

{= 185 n). : ~

(3, Prilots arc compulsory. fThe rilot boat usually saits
3 knots wnbeide the moles. . cccordins to information, Sovicito
ccutyol shipping by wusin;; patrol veesels outcide the pord,
probsbly near the new @ppruacii dbuoys

b, ievo 2re completely oroigeted enchorases in fie Outer Port
(nap ref.dol)., It in nod advienkle 1o anchor outsile the moleés
singe 2hcre is o rou h syound swell durin cirong windse

c. Weathcr conditicng do not alffect port oocrutiony and ves-
selo may enter the Outer Port inall weatner. UYlere is no {ide.
waere iy 2 northerly cursent up o 2 khots per hour alongs the

“eoast. The port is uwsually open for stipoing throwgbout the

wsinter. . The harbor basiis ara covercd with thin ice but that
is no hindrance for soteun vesiels., Ice brealiors were availe
2vle in prewar tincu. ’
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&. The conct. on both gides of 4he harbor ig low, partly

wooded, and very monotonous. There ig a bolt ef duncs 20 to &)
hoborg 33k along ftc_shoxffline south and ncrth of
LIBAU. bls accecsiblk’ by landinyg eraft almost

[P 2
HAGTC .

w1 omgil oone unimportans fishing

oo Qe

(1) quayacse: 6,000 maters, aperroxizately 4,000 meters
witn a denth of 9-10 neters. llost of the quays are served hy
raileond gptes and have adequate road facilitics,
2)  The Quter purt (1) (PRIYBNSOSTA ) o Imner Joadstend is bl okl P
d by moles uand breakvaters, It ig bordercd on the norih by
he.1,6.0 m long Morth :ole (2), extencin_ in & northwest di-
cetion. In the neut these are two breakwuaters (3), and in

the south iz 4he Louth ole {4), stretehin; in a Westerly 43
réction in line with the southern bank of {he Lown Canal,
Oy Tort (Z) is 2roroximately 2?2 knoto long snd 1 kmot ‘side -
Provides excellonti anehora, és for all class vecnels., I+ is
completely protectoq againgt winds undé hao a depth of 10 meters
in the northern pert and a cogd holdins pround.

(3) Three entrances lead shrovsh the breakwater buk the 1oy the
ern entrance (5a) is closed Ly a wreek and a nct obstacle, The
220=meter wide middle entrerce (5) has u dredzed depth of from

9% %0 10 meters; +he couthern gntrance (6) is 213 meters —rde

and ds a éepth of 8 meters, These WO entrances ade excellont.
1y marked and lizhted. ’

(4) the Commercisl larbor is inm the gouthern part of this
bazsin (7). It is for. cg by the so-called separation nole 8)
oOn. the north and the drwoe breakyater (9) on the west, i+
is separated from $hc Youn Canal on tuc zouth by a wide znd
nodern quay  (10). Where are 4o entriunceg tarougn the bresk-
vater in the nordh aud soutih.  inly the southern part of this
basin ig weal o coumoereial purposes. She soutiern portion
of “he basin ig dredzed to o depth of 8y meterz, while the
northcrn purt ip cnly 5 netors deep. The burths of 4his busin
“4re poor, eéspecially in antumn, when winds . of forecz from

G to 8 producs 2 woush srell so thad berthed vesscls lavor,

(5)  fhe dopPexinatly iL0-meter wide apd l-knot lonn Yoon
Canal (11} (Tirdzniecibos Csta), aloo celicd larbor Canal,
is the dredzed conneclion between the Iibau Iale payss
Lzers) and $he Daltic « Its junetion Wit the Outor Posb iz
Just wouthr o g iul lUarbor. ©his cansl ic divided
into three parte 20 bridges crougin: it.

(6) The westcera Hart {11) stretehing From the nouth to the
toun brid ;e {lla) is an excellent heria for ldrper vensels
aud is from 5.8 4o 7.3 mebers deep. Miis vasin, alsc cnlled
Youyn Harbor, is the 203% modern eomuereisl Lagin of LIEau,
Tere ure aiproximately 95 warehauses or STain silos with o
otel capucity of 250,000 tsms on both bvanks and adequate
loading facilities, - Hotii yqusys are provided wit: railroad
facilities,

(7) Te ‘inter Isrbor (12) is the buoin eaut of the Commer-

civl Hurbor und stretchs in oo KW dircewion froo Wy Loun Canal,

CTY CTTEVYCIT. CTTC 4 p e e e e
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This bagin, according %o recent information, has been dredged to a
depth of 8§- moters and 1a 800 meters long and 240 meters wide. The
granite surfaced quays have been repaired. Railroad tracke lesd
along both banks. This basin specialiges in timber trade end

bulk goods. There are large oil tanks with a capalety of from
4,000 to 5,000 tons.

(8} On the comthern bank of the Towm Canal, opposite the Winter
Harbor, there is the Fishery Harbor (13), e amoll basin, 2}
- meters deep and suitable only for amall fishing cutters.

(9) The mfddle part of the canal, betwsen the town (1la) and the
railroad bridge (14a) is suitable only for coasters and 1a 4 to 5
motera deep {14). The quays east of the railroad bridge with a
depth frem 2.8 to 4 meters are used only for locel traffic (15).

(10) The Naval Fort (16) consiste of a 2,000-meter long and at
least 10C-meter wide dredged canal, rumning in & W-E direction,
It ia situsted about 2 knots north of the Commercial Port. Theo
mouth of ¢his canol into the Outer Port is protected by two moles
(Léa). Approximately 750 meters west of the mouth the cansl ia
crossed by a suing bridge. The nevel port has two basing: one in
the extonsion of the canal (18) about 1,100 meters long and 240
moters widej the other stretches in & northerly direction, ig
about 800 meters wide and 260 meters long (19). Tho canal and the
bosing are dredged to a depth of 10 meters amd are suitable for
vesaels with up to 9.1 meteras draft. ’ .

$11) On the western side of the northern basin, Basin II, are the
Jotties ugsed by gubmerines; the old naval barracks ere locatsd off
the quey (20). The eastern and southern sides of the basin bglong
to the Faval Dockymrd (22). Do

(12) According to recent information, & submarine bage is under
congtruction In the northeast corper of the Outer Port (21). Pro-
bably large sultmerine pena, work end ropair shops, required for
‘the msintenanee and repeir of sutmarincs, are being constructed
thezrs. :

(13) No information has beon obtained on the construction of any -
new facilities in the Comercial Harbor. The present port facillties
are adequate for the present limited turnover. For details, see
attached 1iat (Armex 2), :

b. h [ ing FPacilitl

Thers are at least six eleoiric cranes with a capacity of from 2 to
20 tons in the Town Harbor and six clectrio oranes with a capaocity
of from 25 to 120 tons in tho Winter Harbor. Four floating crance
with a capacity of from 25 to 50 tone are elso aveilshle. The
crane equipment secms %o bo sufficlieunt for the prosent tuirnover,

c. (1) There iz only ome shipyard in LIBAU, the Navy Yard, located
on the northweaterh side of the naval port. It was formerly called
Tosmarc, but was rengmed Zhdanov Shipyard by the Soviets (22). This
shipyard is the property of tho Soviet Navy axd is the main dockyard
of the Boviet Baltie Fleet. All types of faeilities for maintenance
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and repgcir of warshizs up t. cruiscrz, but no shipbuilding
fueilitico pue: ag saipbuilein a3lipe und mowld lefse, ara

P

.
QWL L, =

ooekyurd ias u ovk foree of 1,00¢ t0 1,750
oL ks oo lthdrawn in 194S. They

BTE
efficiency of the dockyard,

554 pscdanes to o
A S0 L wb ho teie skill,
Yo, Lo, e 193%x28x5.3 meters, 4he other
¥ NS 2 ® oy ‘g, sk three or four small floating
ST Lot ueity of up to 1,5.0 teons.
S s ebinoedns ond engineering 1orkshous wWere MOCS T
Vil voanetalictiocn of Germar mac’.inery.
.  wu reliable inforiotion is uvuilable on narbor crafi. Ace

cor.iu’ to repomis received, “Llcre uce four o six TUIS age
Sigice %0 the Iaval Dockyurd. Une iecbre.lss ig also avuile
able, )

Storage Fageilities

a. approxi utely 95 warozouues or sheds with a todal copaci-
Ty of 250,000 tons are availalle in the Commcreial llarbor; of
tacse, 37 are stene buildin s,

b. One grain silo witi a cajacity of 12,500 tons exicts in
tue arca of the Town Canal.

c. Yhe Coumercial idarbor is equipped =ith twe cold storase
buildings of unknown capacity.

Iraffic Pacilities

a. Rail Connections

e roilroad comnections sithin the porl area are sufficient.
.08t ol the quays are served by railroad sours. Sheve iz a
narsaalling yard in the ai dle of the city, juut nerth of the
iown Canal. LIBAU is connected with the railroad net of the
country by the PRIVEUIE - SCHAULLY and GLUDA - LITAU Lovivty
gauge lincg. Narrow-gouse railrosd iines also branech sut to
various pluces of the cistrict. '

b. Load conceetions ithin the port avsa are cu ficicnt. Good
rouds are avaelluble in all direciiors in a circumfercuece of
about 20 km; from tucre cuvard only second class roads exict.

Swopsly Facilities

a. Qi1 Installations

(1)

m
-+
with a
9
1
n

nere coe lorge touhk installations in the Winter Sorbor (12)
totul capucity of from 4,000 to 5,0L0 tonrs, cecnnceted
¢ agays by a 6C0-netor long pipe line. fihesc inotale
5 nre tue properity of several firms,

with
latio

(2} 4t tue Faval Zase ducrce ic a new oil Gump of “he Loviet
Favy (23) on the southern bank of the eanal i nedintely east
of 4h¢ bunkerin: stuticn. aceordin:: to various TCROT Lo, T
to five lur;e tanke arc locuted thcs. but it io sosuned that
there ure more fanks, ZTheir capacity is ualnown.

SECILI-CLUTRACL/US GAFICT LS LY
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b. Coal gump.

ebout 5.0 tons of coal are ucuslly kept on hard 1t the
<Apter guxbor.  Mhe cuul Gomp of Yhe Govict Juvy ic on the

Souwiven banl. of tLe canal, osposite Hurbor Lasin I. Cana-
city wnkneua. 4 coel srab is udeo there (24).

c. Jatcw susply faceilities:

YIClG 1o an advequuts supoly either by water soints on thoe
quags or by wuter bouts.  ¥pe water supply is said to come
24rtly from on artesian well wnd partly from the water —oris
ncsxr e dockyurd {25).

d. TILlecitricity.

Yere ig a oteom powes plant in the town with an wnknown
capacity.

2 Annexes: §1 Huarbor iigp (photostat), with numbered objccts.
2) List of Horbor Facilities.

. }
25X1A ma A negative of the attached map is available for
reproduction,
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Stationary rort Facilities: vetails of iiers and lLharves

ap wef.lic.and lame . Ho. 10 Gémmeroial ilarbor, on
‘ tge German map called
. "Free rort"
Locatlon on water front Southern aud seublvestern
side of the basiu
furpose for vwhich used General cargo
Lype and coastruction f Graniﬁe surfaced stone quay
Linensions ; South quay 350 nm
; ~est quay 180 r
vepth of water alongside-MLW 8.5m
Berthing space available » 500 -
width of apron , 180 m
Decg above MIA ' 2.5 =« S m
Gondltion sepaired
Transit sheds ~ deseription & warchouses with a votal
: cap.of 18,000 cbm, 75 4
usable

iany old sheds, now destroyed

vaterials handling faeilities  Unknown

tiallvay connections , Une track on the quey
Vehivle access adsquate
Reuarks . tfhere is a if=3 stretching

steel gheet piling quay under
constryction in the norinern
puit of this basin (10a)

Sl B-CUiL 0L, UL 20I0T .. ULIY
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Liap -ef. ilo. and ilame

H [ 2

11 Yowa tiarbor

Locatiocn on water fron:

turpose Tor which used
Type and construction

Liuensions

pepth of wuter alongsida-ulia

Berthing space avallablo

+idth of apron
weels above iy
Conditiosn

Transit sheods - descripiion

iaterials hendling facilities

nailviay conncctiens

Venlicle access

Lenarks

Lext basin to Linter Uarvor .
{12)

General cargo
btone surfaced quay

Worth side 1,250 n
vouth sids 1,400 n

7 ~8n

LNoprth side 1,250
South side 1,400

80 - 100 n
2,5 - dm
Usabdble

HPPTOX. 85 sheds, warshouses,
or gilos with a total cap.of
250,000 ©, on boith bauks of
tae can4ln 40 breakdown avail-
able between warehouses and
ailos; probably ihere are

- silos with 150,000 t.

ADPTOX. 6 electr.cranes, cap.
2~20 t euch,

& floating crsnes, cap. 25 t
each

Two traske on each side,
also branch lines

adequete

furning area on the entrance
to the uinter iarbor

B

GECLe=CUL L. Uy PLAICTILLL L
i ViU OFMICTLAG LLLY
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Lnap el Lo, and lane

No., 18 \iinter ilarbor

rurpose for which used

Type and construction

Dimensions

Jepth of water alongsise-MLW
Berthing space aveilable
Width of ayron

‘pecc above MLW
Coendition

Transit sheds ~ descrigtion

haterials handling faclilitie
Jailway connecilons

Vehicle accoesa

8

240 m wide basin,streitching
in MW¥-direction of the

Jovm Canal

General cargce, coal loadings
facilities, 011 filliug
station

Granite swlaced quays

iM-side 690 n
“E-gids 520 @

5.5 n
1,800 nm totel
050 m
2.9 n
Usabls

ifone, ample open stvocking

gpace for iimber, coal, and
general cargo. (il tunﬁs
with a total cap. of 4,000
t, connectad by pipe line
with the quays

npprox., 6 cranes with a
cap. of 25 - 120 ¢

wallroad sidings on each
side

adequate

~dm

SLCAEE-CULNINVL, Uy (FRICLaL. ULLY
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U&Vuh&—bbu$\UL/bv vt v ione GIILY
m it

o -
Lop aef, io. and denme No. 14 widdle kart of the
Town Canal
Location on wuter front Tewn Canal between road
and railroad bdbridze
rurposs fur vhiclh used Coaster shipping
type and comstruction “ranite surfaced quays
Dinensions 400 @ on each side

vepth of water elongside-ii. w-~side 4.7 m
S-8lde & - 5 1

Berthing space avallable 810 m

width of apron 8 m

weck above i.L. SIPToX. R.H m
Condition Usable

iranglt sheds - description luknowm, probably none

waterials handling facllities Unkpown

nailwesy connections £ailroad 8idingr on the iiowth
side
Vehicle acoess idequete
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